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1 

Location of Hand Controls, Indicators and Tell-Tales in Motor Vehicles 
 
1 SCOPE 
 This document specifies the requirements for location of controls, requirements for modes of 

operation for stalk controls, requirements for combining functions into multifunction controls, and 
requirements for display visibility of indicators and tell-tales in motor vehicles. 

 This document is applicable to the vehicles of Categories M and N. 

2 NORMATIVE REFERENCES 
 The following normative documents contain provisions which, through normative reference in this 

text, constitute essential provision of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited 
applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any 
amendment) applies. 

GB 4094 Symbols for controls, indicators and tell-tales of motor vehicles 

GB/T 4094.2 Electric vehicles—Symbols for controls, indicators and tell-tales 

GB/T 4782 Road vehicles—Controls, indicators and tell-tales—Vocabulary 

GB/T 12673 Motor vehicle main dimensions measurement method 

GB/T 15089 Classification of power-driven vehicles and trailers 

GB/T 29120 Procedure for H-point and R-point Determination (GB/T 29120-2012, ISO 
6549:1999, ISO 20176:2006, MOD) 

3 TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 
 For the purpose of this document, the terms and definitions given in GB 4094, GB/T 4094.2, GB/T 

4782, GB/T 12673, GB/T 15089 and GB/T 29120, as well as the following apply. 

3.1 reference plane 

 vertical plane parallel to the longitudinal axis of the motor vehicle, passing through the steering 
wheel axis and within a zone 50 mm to either side of the R-point designated for driver’s seat 

3.2 operational area of control 

 area swept by those parts of a control activated by the hand while the possible movable modes 
or positions are set in the manner intended by the designer 

 Example: See Figure 1. 

 
 Key 

 1 extreme location of the control; 

 2 operational area of the control. 

Figure 1 Example of operational area of a control 
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